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A DISSERTATION ON HERESY. 
{ Continued frem page 11.) 


OTHING is more plain 
from the f{criptures, than 
that the believing in Jefus Chrift 
is that grand fundamental arti- 
cle, upon which every other pro- 
pofition is but a fuperitruGure, 
and a belief of that with a chrif- 
tian life is all that is effentially 
and abfolutely neceflary to fal- 
vation : all other things are ad- 
Vantage or difadvantage as they 
may happen ; but falvation de- 
pends not upon them, For ev- 
ty {pivit which confefieth Jefus 
rift to have come in the fiefh 
igof God, and whofoever fhali 
cinfefs that Jefus is the fon of 
God (this includes both his hu- 
anity and divinity) God abid- 
h in im and he in God. And 
ery one that believeth that Je- 
s is Chrift is born of God, and 
who is he that overcometh the 
world, but he that believeth that 
fus is the fon of God? So 
at upon the whole this feems 
to be the foundation and large 
ircumference of the chriftian 
ith, that God the father, the 
father of the univerfe isour Lord, 
that Jefus Chrift is his fon and 
favior of the world, that he 
for our fins, and rofe again, 
at he is now glorified and reigns 





* Wer r all the world, and will gs 


the judge of all, and that in the 
refurre&tion and final judgment 
he will give to all men according 
to their works, that in his name 
only we fhali be faved, by faith 
and obedience to him thro’ the 
mercy of God revealed to the 
world in Jefus Chrift his ever 
bleffed fon, and by the renewing 
influences of the Holy Ghoft.— 
This appears to be all which the 
{cripture makes neceflary to fal- 
vation. And thus at leagth I 
am come to the point I fat out 
upon, what is Herefy? Who 
are to be accounted as heretics, 
and dealt with accordingly ? All 
thofe perfons who have profeft- 
ed to believe thefe great funda- 
mental articles of the chriftian 
faith, and thereupon have been 
baptifed and received into the 
church, and afterwards have de- 
nied and renounced thefe great 
pillars of falvation. Iam fully 
fatisfied that there are many o- 
ther very important matters te~ 
vealed in the facred fcriptures 
which are very ufeful and necef- 
fary to be known and believed, 
and that all chriftians ought " 
be ftudious and diligent to a 
quire greater degrees of bide. 
ledge in the great afd glorious 
26s, Wiowd of falvation ; and that 
fo 
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13 
fo faft as they know, fo faft they 


muit believe and endeavour to 
comply with the whole will of 
God both in faith and practice: 
but as all. men-and al! chriftians 
have not the fame capacities and 
means for knowledge, fo none 
ought to be accounted heretics 
and fhut out of the chriflian 
church and be deprived gt the 
privileges and ordinances Of the 
gofpel, but thofe who depart 
from and deny the foundation. 
Great men, and wife men, and 
good men have differed as to 
thofe points which are a fuper- 
ftru&ture: upon this foundation 
men of acute metaphyficai ge- 
niufes have perhaps found cut 


more things than are really true, 


and may be very tenacious to 
have all others believe juft as 
they do, or elfe excommunicate 
them for heretics and infidels. — 
But in ferious earneft, will this 
do ? The plain farmer, the 
honeft mechanic, the illiterate 
peafant by reading the new tef- 
tament may as plainly difcover 
the fimple fundamental articles 
of the chriftian faith, 2s men of 
the greateft learning and talents, 
and as firmly believe them; and 
muft thefe be fhut out of the 
chriftian church becaufe they do 
not underftand logic, philofo- 
phy, and all the labyrinth of 
metaphyfical reafunings & con- 
clufions? God forbid! Every 
ordinary chriftian owght to reft 
his head and his heart in thefe 


The Chrijtian Journal. 


plain effential things which the 
apofties have fo often fet down 
in their writings, and not weak- 
en and puzzle their faith by 
more curious queftions, ‘which 
are cut of their reach. Heretics 
make difputes, and difputes make 
heretics; but the plain, fimple 
faith of the gofpel makes none. 


Af the foundation of faith be en- 


larged beyond what the apoftles 
in the fummary of faith declared 
at that time to be neceflary for 
falvation, where fhall we ftop ? 
where fhali we reft? Learned 


men and metaphyfical divines, . 


upon other articles may difpute 
on both fides and each one damn 
all but his own feé and perfua- 


fion ; but plain, honeft and fim- ~ 


ple chriftians, in all thofe per- 
plexities of debate, can find no 
other -reft to their fouls but in 


the fimplicityof that belief which - 


the apoftles recommended in 
their preaching to all the world 
of mankind. I fhall clofe with 
this general remark, or infer- 
e1icce: That it is an unwarrant- 
able,prefumption for any man, 
or any number of men to declare 
what is fundamental in the chrif- 
tian religion, any further than 
the f{criptures have exprefsly dee 
clared it. It is one thing to 
maintain a doctrine to be true, 
and another to declare that withe 
out the belief of it no man can 
be faved: none may fay this, 
but God himfelf. 
ALEPH BETH GIMEL. 





+ Extra from the Chrifiian Journal of a Sabbath Day. 
. (Continued from page 13.) 
Univerfal experience evinces live together: that the negle& 


that a due obfervance ot the fab- 


bath, and vital religion, always srcligion, but the naine. 
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ot the fabbath is the death of all 
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God privilege Adam more on 
the firft day of his life, in Para- 
dife ?>—did he privilege the Jew 
more under the typical difpen- 
fation, “han the chriftian in this 
lait age cf-the world? Certain- 
ly he did, if Adam andthe Jew 
were bound to a fabbath and the 
chriftian hath none. Poor chrif- 
tian! he may not have a crnmb 
of that on which Adam and ihe 
Jew were obliged to feaft fo 
bountifully. Not a fragment 
for the chriftian! Has God 
changed? Has he become un- 
kind? Did he lavifh away all 
his fabbaths on Adam in Para- 
dife, and-upon the Jews; and 
has he not one to {pare for poor 
chriftians.? Are all hisymercies 
of a fabbath clean gone forever ? 
Then certainly all theirweligion 
will foon turn infidel. A tenth, 
a twentieth, a fiftieth, and no 
day at all, may, and will very 
foon be adopted. But let the 
Lord Jefus Chrift put in one 
fentence ; The Sabbath was made: 


for Man: Man, grammarians: 


tell us, means all that fpecies 
denominated man. Not-the man 
Adam ; not the man Jew; but 
all who are called man, of eve- 





The Reformer. rg 


ry order and degree. The: fab- 
bath was made for man: & more 
extenfive, expreffive declaration 
could: not be made in fo few 
words: It is fo fixed, that no 
one need ever. call its duration 
in queftion, while man has a be- 
ing on earth. For while there 
is man in the world there is fab- 
bath, and by the fame authority 
which firft. inftituted it. If all 
that is properly denominated 
man, lived before, and during 


the perfonal miniftry of Jefus: 


Chrift in the world, then it will 
readily be coneeded that none in 
the world from the ending of 
his perfunal miniftry to the end-- 
ing of time are included in that 
declaration of Chrift Fefus, The 
fabbath was made for man. But 
if the rational inhabitants of the 
world are as much man now as 
thofe were who lived two, four 


or five thowfand years ago, there 


can be no reafon affigned why 
they are not under the fame ob- 
ligation to obferve the fabbath 
as thofe more ancient inhabit- 
ants of the world: finct he who 
was clothed with authority and 
fixft made the fabbath, tells us 
for whom he made it ; for Alan. 





For the Religious. Monitor, Se. 
THe REFORMER. No. I. 
~_ © Fuft as the twig is bent the tree's inclin’d” 


HOSE who are now on the 
ftage of a&ion muft foon 

give way to the rifing genera- 
tion. ‘The hoary head befpeaks 
the diflolution of multitudes, 


and experience teaches us, that 


thofe of middle age are far from 
being exempted from the fhafts 
of the deftroyer. Thofe who 
are now the Ressiners of gov- 


ernment, and who are ftrenuous 
in their exertions for the promo- 
tion of morality, muft ere long 
yield to the conqueror: ‘The in- 
genious theorift, the fubtle poli- 
tician, the able divine, the wor- 
thy and unworthy of every pro- 
feffion, muft be feparated from 
theif deep ftudied proje&ts, and: 
the indulgent parent, whofe life 

is 
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20 The Reformer. 


is wrapped #m that of his chil- 
dren, *muft leave them to the 
f{nares, and wiles of this life, and 
take his refidence in the gloomy 
manfions of the grave. 

If thefe obfervations are juft, 
the importance of educating 
youth in the principles of mo- 
rality, and virtue muft be obvi- 
ous toall. Although they at the 
prefent are incapable of doing 
much good or much injury to 
mankind, yet the time is faft 
haftening when they are to be 
the pillars of ftate, and to take 
the places of their fathers. ——— 


Manners hereafter are to receive 


their tone from the youth of our 
land, and the morality and hap- 
pinefs of America to depend up- 
on the direétion given to the 
youthful mind. 

When it is confidered that our 
internal profperity and welfare, 
together with the advancement 
of morals and religion, are de- 
pendant upon the right educa- 
tion of youth, I prefume it will 
not be thought ftrange that the 
Reformer fhould make choice of 
a fubje& fo trite, and fo famil- 
iar, or that he fhould efteem it 
as the only foundation upon 
which we cen hope for a reform. 
Youth is the time for improve- 
ment, and the only proper time 
for receiving thofe impreffions 
which make the good hufband, 
the good father, and the good 
citizen. At this period of life 
the feeds of virtue can be im- 
planted with advantage, for the 
youthful mind like mellow land 
1s cultivated with eafe, and nox- 
ious plants are rooted cut with 
facility. 

. The manners and fentiments 


contracted in childhoéd, aré apt 
to follow the pofleffor through 
life. If the principles imbibed 
in youth are ruinous in their na- 
ture, the man in all probability 
will be a vagabond; if on the 
contrary they are principles of 
prudence and virtue, he will be- 
come a glory and an ornament 
to fociety. It is therefore, of 
the utmoft importance, to incul- 
cate fuch opinions, and to habi- 
tuate children to that courfe of 
conduét, which will render them 
amiable and happy. 

The author from whom we 
derived our motto, in a beauti- 
ful metaphor,’ has taught the 
neceflity of training up children 
in the way they fhould go, and 
in his elegant and ftriking allu- 
fion. has given parents the moft 
ufeful of leffons. The tender 
mind, like the tender germ, is 
warped by the flighteft exertion, 
and takes that bent towhich it has 
been longeft accuftomed. If pa- 
rents negle@ to inftru& their 
children in their duty towards 
God, their neighbor and them- 
felves, and permit them te grow 
up in ignorance, and in vice, 
the foundation will be laid for 
the deftruction of their happi- 
nefe, both here and hereafter. 

The paffions in childhood are 
warm, and the impulfe of the 
moment, rather than mature de- 
liberation, rules every ation. 
Obje&s which are novel capti- 
vate the fenfes, and not the moft 
improving, but the moft {plen- 
did make youth their profelytes. 
The mind unenlarged, and weak 
from the paucity of its ideas, is 
in very many inftances unable to 
difcriminate between right and 

wrong, 


























Anecdote. 


wrong, in this fituation it is lis 
able to be deceived ; vice has its 
charms, and is doubly pleafing 
to the young and inexperienced, 
from its gaudy appearante.— 
Though it is poffefied of its poi- 
fons they are removed from the 
youthful eye; care fhould there- 
fore be taken by the heads of 
families, and thofe who have 
children in charge, to tear off 
the mafks of vice, to fhew them 
its deadly nature, to convince 
them of the evils of immorality, 
and of the advantages of virtue. 

As foon as they are capable 
of receiving inftru€tion let them 
be taught thofe principles of re- 
ligion which are obvious to the 
meaneft capacities, and thofe 
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mora! traths which cannot be 
thiftaken by the infantile mind, 
let: them be fhewn that virtue is 
productive of riches, reputstion 
and happinefs, but that the con- 
comitants of vicé are poverty, 
infamy and mifery. By a con- 
du& fimilar to this on the part 
of parents and teachers, the ma- 
ny vices which now are attend- 
ant on youth would ceafe, the 
difgrace which frequently ac- 
companies grey hairs would be 
avoided, virtue would be rens 
dered delightful, and our coun- 
try would be as much refpeéted 
for the purity of her morals, a8 
envied tor the perfection of her 
liberty. 





AN EC 

R. Fravet, of England, 
whofe character and wri- 

tings are well known in this 
country, ufed to attend an af- 
fembly of minifters at Exeter 
twice in the year ;—his journey 
from Dartmouth to Exeter, led 
him through Afhburton, where 
he ufually fpent the night and 
preached a le@ture. On one of 
thefe occafions, the minifter of 
the congregation, in that place, 
informed him of a refolution 
which he had formed of refign- 
ing his charge and removing to 
fome"other part of the Country. 
Mr. -Flavel enquired the reafons 
which had led him to fo unex- 
pected a determination, the mi- 
nifter gave them as follows..- 
“* I have preached here many 
years ; but I have preached in 
vain. I have labored and pray- 
ed for the converfion of finners, 
but without fuccefs. My -un- 


DO T E. 

eafinefs encreafes every fabbath, 
for I have never been the inftru- 
ment of converting one foul— 
had this been the place where 
Providence had’ defigned me to 
preach the gofpel I fhould not 
have been thus difappointed. I 
am furrounded by evidences that 
it is my duty to quit this fitua- 
tion—I feel that I muft go. Mr. 
Flavel was much affected, for he 
loved him as a good man and a 
faithful preacher—he made him 
little or no reply, but took his 
hat and cane and walked out ; 
he called on feveral of the con- 
gregation, of whom-he enquired 
relative to inftances of conver- 
fion, but could find none ; every 
perfon, however, on ‘whom he 
called had fomething to fay in 
praife of theirminifter, and be« 
lieved they had reafon to blefs 
God for his labors, fome on one 
account and fome € tr 
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22 Queries addreffed to Baptifts, for folution.. 


Mr. Flavel noted their feveral 
communications and returned. 
The le&ture foon began, and 
when. it was ended he requefted 
the members: of the church te 
tarry. All being ignorant of 
his intention thought he was 
going to give a private exhorta- 
tion tothe church. Having de- 
{cended from the pulpit, he of- 
fered a moft fervent prayer to 
God, for the profperity of Zi- 
on, the individual happinefs of 
that people and the increafing 
ufefulnefs of the minifter—this 
finifhed, he called on the per- 
fons he had previoufly vifited and 
defired, for particular reafons, 
they would indulge their minif- 
ter and the church with the in- 
formation they had before given 
to him, relative to the advanta- 
ges they had reaped from the la- 
bors of their paftor. One came 
forward and related that at a 
particular feafon he had been fo 
grievoufly befet by temptation 
that he was jut falling into the 
{nares of the wicked one, when 


by a fermon preached by his mi+ 
nifter, God was pleafed to ex- 
cite his faith to fuch a degree, 
that he was enabled to overcome 
—another {poke of many years 
fpent in doubts and fears—of 
walking in darknefs and feeing 
no light, when the Lord was 
pleafed under the preaching of 
his fervant to give him fo lively 
a view of his intereft in the 
Lord Jefus that the fweetnefs of 
the manifeftation followed him 
down to that day. A third and 
a fourth came forward and others 
followed, till the minifter over- 
whelmed in tears of joy, cried 
‘* enough, enough !""——‘* Yes, 
my dear brother,” {aid Mr. F. 
“it is enough: for although you 
have not been made the inftrument 
that we can learn, of converting 
one finrer, yet how many of Ged's 
children have you affifted! and 
tell me which is the moft honorable 
employment, to hew flones out of 
the quarry, or to fquare and fit 
them for the building ? 
E. M. S. 


For the Religious Monitor, ec. 
UFRIES ADDRESSED TO BAPTISTS, FOR SOLUTION. 


KSCENDED from very 
pious parents, whofe de- 
nomination was of the Prefby- 
terian order, I was therefore 
{prinkled in early infancy, which 
was termed baptifm : was piouf- 
ly educated, and often reminded 
of what my parents had done for 
me in my infancy, in having 
the name of the Trinity called 
upon me. My days were {pent 
not without fone ferious tho’ts 
about myfelf. But meeting with 
no remarkable change till confi- 
derably advanced in life; when 


God powerfully awakened me 
under a fenfe of, my dangerous 
condition, and fhook me over 
the boteomlefs pit. It was an 
awful and folemn hour to my 
foul. Comfort for me there 
feemed to be none. DeftruGion 
from the Almighty hovered a- 
roundme : my diltrefs was great. 
Pious acquaintance and friends 
were anxious to have me gain a 
hope, which after fome months 
I obtained, to my great comfort 
and the joy of my friends. My 
tongue was loofed and I fpake 

much 
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To Correfpondents. 


amuch ia Commendation of re- 
deeming love. Had my eye at 
ibis time much on the mercy of 
my efcape from hell and being 
an neir of heaven. It was now 
propofed to me that I ought to 
make a public profeffion of re- 
ligion and join with fome or o- 
ther who bare the vifible marks 
of friends to Jefus: this advice 
was readily agreed toby me. It 
was now foggetted to me that | 
had not been baptized, that I 
ought to follow Jefus into the 
water : and that it was neceffa- 
ry to believe firft and then be 
baptized. That faith mutt pre- 
cede, or-the latter could have ne 
walidity. I converfed with the 
Elder and his church who pro- 
fefs that baptifm ought not to be 
granted to any but adults and to 
thofe no other way than by im- 
merfion and in confequence of 
faith in Chrift. My relation 
was readily accepted and my 
baptifm took place, and I tho’t 
I was the happieft oreature in 
the world: I fang and prayed, 
rejoiced and communed. Thus 
I lived for many months, till 
God was pleafed again to awa- 
ken me and bring me to fee I 
was the moft arrant hypocrite : 
that I had no grace, no faith, 
and no religion. J had all this 
while been a total ftranger to my 
heart, never had feen the wick- 
ednefs of that, only the fins which 
flowed out in my life: thefe laft 

































I called my corruption. I had 
mourned them as J thought, but 
not the finfulnefs of my nature. 
Genuine repentance ] was an 
utter ftranger to. My joy was 
all founded on my hopes of ef- 
caping mifery and being an heir 
of heaven ; not in viewing and 
being pleafed with the divine 
perfections, let what would be- 
come of me. I felt better, not 
more brutifh than any other man. 
But God has fince juftified him- 
felf in my fight, and made him- 
felf appear to me perfe&tly ami- 
able fhould he doom me to hell 
forever. He hath made me plea- 
fed with him juft as he is. His 
very being is lovely without any 
confideration of my happinefs, 
Now I with to have fome kind 
friend of Jefus Chrift anfwer the 
following queftion, that I may 
gain help to myfelf, as the word 
{till reads, Believe and be bap- 
tized. 

ueftion. Have I been bap- 
tized? Mouft I be baptized a- 
gain ? Or will my paft baptifm 
anfwer? For all of the kind 
ever experienced was before ] 
had any grace, before J was re- 
gencrated. , While an enemy to 
God, and an unbeliever in the 
ftri€teft fenfe. Let fome dear, 
friendly, underftanding, judici- 
ous, Baptift brother, or Elder, 
folve thefe queftions, and help 
their entangied friend. | 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Wt fee] ourfelves under great obili- 

gations for the generous encour- 
agement afforded us in this infancy of the 
Religious Monitor, &c. as well on ac- 
count of a iiberal rercesl eer, as for the 
valuable productions politely fent us for 


. publication. Our obliging friends will 


be pleafed to recolle& the contracted 
fcale adopted in our prefent plan, and 
avoid a prolixity in their writings which 
may render their infertion inadmiffible, 
however valuable and important they 
may appear. Sundiry cemmunications 
are unavoidably poftponed, 
























ARMINIANS:. They de- 
rive their names from JAMES 
ARMINIUS, who Was born in 
Holland in the year 1560. 

The principal tenets of the 


‘Arminians are comprehended in 


the five following articles. 

I. That the Deity has not 
fixed the future ftate 6f mankind 
by an abfolute unconditional de- 
cree ; but determined from all 
eternity, to beftow falvation on 
thofe whom he forefaw would 
perfevere unto the end in their 
faith in Jefus Chrift ; and to in- 
fii& everlafting punifhments on 
thofe who fhould continue in 
their unbelief, and refift unto 
the end his divine fuccours. 

II. That Jefus Chriit, by his 
death and fufferings, made an 
atonement for the fins of ail 
mankind in general, and of every 
individual in particular: that 


Poetry. 
RELIGIOUS SECTS. 


Continued from page 13. 
however, none, but thofe whe 
believe in him, can be partakers 
of their divine benefit. 

That is, the‘death of Chrift 
put all men in a capacity of be- 
ing juftified and pardoned, upon 
condition of their faith, repent- 
ance, and fincere obedience to 
the laws of the new covenant. ° 

III. That mankind are not 
totally depraved, and that depra- 
vity does not come upon them 
by virtue of Adam’s being their 
public head ; but that mortality 
and natural evil only are the di- 
re&t confequences of his fin to 
his pofterity. 

IV. That there is no fuch 
thing as irrefiftible grace, in the 
converfion of finners. 

V. That thofe who are uni- 
ted to Chrift by faith, may fall 
from their faith, and forfeit fi- 
nally their ftate of grace. 





AN ODE, 
Ona the Ap proacn of Sprina. 
HE earth rojls round and ends the 
day, 
Moons wax awhile and then decay, 
The fun, revolving in his {phere, 
Compleats the circuit of the year. 


Gay fpring and fummer lof their charms 


Fatt leck’d in winter’s icy arms ; 

So youth and health and beauty fade, 
Difeafe and age and death invade 

Our tender frame; ah! daft and worms 
Will rifle all ité lovely forms, 

And foon the glories that we boaft, 
Will in the dreary grave be lott. 

Where ends one year, the next begins, 
The fetting fun returns and fhines, 

The fall-orb’d moon, foon in her wane, 
Will faint, but foon revive again, 

The fummer’s bloom, the vernal flower 
Will break from winters freezing power, 
And, in frehh beapties drefs'd, will rife, 
And offer incenfé to the ikies ; 

But youth, once paft, returas no more, 
Nor thines in beauty as before, 

When age and death come hait’ning on, 
Nor drug, nor flower, nor vernal fun, 
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Has power to check:their rapid pace, 
Or lengthen life’s contracted {pace; 

Nor art nor nature can revive 

Th’ expired flame and bid it live, 
Recall the fpirit, whew it’s fied, 

Or roufe the body from the dead, 

©! then impreve this fleeting hour; 
‘The next is in no mortal’s power. 
Plant virtue’s feeds in early youth, 
Watch and defend the lovely growth, 
Feed on its fruits, fomthefe,have pow’rs 
Unknown to nature’s herbs and flow’rs, 
They'll youth reftore, difeafes heal, 
Relieve the anguifh that you feel, 
Kindle freth life, when nature dies, 
And wing your flight above thekies. 





HYMN. 
Love ro jesus. 

THEE will I love, my lord, my tower, 

Thee will I love, myjoy, my crown, 
Thee will L love withall my power 

Of mind and ftrength and heart alone, 
Thee will l love, my joy, my throne, 

Thee will I love, my Lord, my God; 
Thee will I love beneath thy frowa, 

Thy files, thy fecpire or thy rod. 
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